Oxford Urban Wildlife Group

Health and safety policy

Statement of commitment

Oxford Urban Wildlife Group regards the Health and Safety of volunteers and visitors to Boundary Brook Nature Park (BBNP) as its first priority. 

We are committed to: 

· Preventing accidents by managing health and safety risks at Boundary Brook Nature Park

· Ensuring clear instructions, information and training are provided where required to ensure that volunteers, contractors and others are competent to do work safely

· Maintaining equipment and machinery so that it can be used safely, and ensuring safe storage of substances hazardous to health.

· Monitoring and reviewing our activities to improve safety where necessary

· Seeking feedback from volunteers and people who visit BBNP on how we can improve health and safety 

Who is responsible?

The Board of Trustees will:

· Approve and support the Health & Safety Policy

· Take overall responsibility for Health and Safety at BBNP

· Ensure resources are made available to support delivery of this policy

· Review and amend the Policy every three years or earlier if necessary

· Nominate one of its members to take a lead responsibility for Health and Safety.

· Receive reports from the lead member on health and safety including reports on breaches, incidents and other notifiable events

Individuals delivering, leading and managing on-site activity(s) have a responsibility to:

· Understand and follow the Health & Safety Policy

· Ensure that the site, activities and volunteers comply with this policy

· Ensure that volunteers have access to appropriate training for the tasks they are involved with and comply with the health and safety instructions and information provided

· Report to the Board any accidents, dangerous incidents occurring and / or health, safety and welfare concerns or complaints received, including in relation to the safeguarding of minors and other vulnerable people

Volunteers have a responsibility to:

· Take reasonable care to protect their own and others’ health and safety, including in particular children 

· Co-operate with individuals leading and managing activities on site 

· Report all accidents and incidents or matters of concern (for example unsafe equipment or practices)

· Not interfere with or misuse anything provided to support health and safety

Health & Safety Arrangements

Risk Assessments

Risk Assessments will be completed and documented for on-site activities in order to establish what could go wrong and what can be done to protect people from injury or harm. 

Precautions

The Board will ensure that Health & Safety standards - or precautions - are documented for all appropriate on-site activities. The Precautions will be reviewed and updated on a regular basis following appropriate consultation.

Information

This policy will be made available via the website. Risk assessments and precautions will be undertaken and made available to individuals according to the tasks and activities in hand, and will be available to all on request. 

Training

Where a Risk Assessment identifies that training is required before an activity can be undertaken it is the responsibility of the individual leading and managing the activity to ensure that this training has been completed by all those involved.

Reporting

All accidents and incidents should be reported to the Board of Trustees and recorded. 

References

NCVO guidance on health and safety policy

https://knowhow.ncvo.org.uk/tools-resources/hr-policies/health-and-safety-policy
Policy approved by OUWG Board of Trustees: [3rd June 2020 - TBC]

Date for review: June 2023


