Oxford Urban Wildlife Group Safeguarding policy
OUWG acknowledges its duty of care to safeguard and promote the welfare of children and adults at risk and is committed to ensuring its safeguarding practices reflect statutory responsibilities; government guidance and best practice. 

The policy recognises that the welfare and interests of children, young people and adults at risk are paramount in all circumstances. It aims to ensure that regardless of age, gender, religion or beliefs, ethnicity, disability, sexual orientation or socioeconomic background, all children, young people and adults at risk:

· have a positive and enjoyable experience during participation in activities, events, learning and engagement with nature and wildlife, in a safe, person-centred environment.

· are protected from abuse whilst participating in activities, events, learning and engagement opportunities provided by OUWG.

This policy is reviewed annually or with changes in legislation/ government guidance as required by the Local Safeguarding Children Board, or in response to other change or event.

The policy and procedures are available to OUWG, members and volunteers and are mandatory for everyone involved in the events, activities, learning and engagement opportunities provided by OUWG.

OUWG acknowledges that some children, young people and vulnerable adults, including those with disabilities, can be at risk of neglect, abuse or exploitation and we accept the responsibility to take reasonable and appropriate steps to ensure their welfare should we suspect they are victims or ‘at risk’.
 

All children under 15 and vulnerable adults attending volunteer work parties are to be accompanied by a responsible parent/ adult/ carer and 16/17 years need written parental consent.

All education/ school groups are required to have a safeguarding policy in place and provide OUWG with a copy of this in the health and safety induction for a group to use the site.

As part of our Safeguarding policy OUWG will:

· Promote and prioritise the safety and wellbeing of children, young people and adults at risk.

· Ensure key volunteers understand their roles and responsibilities in respect of safeguarding and have access to appropriate resources to recognise, identify and respond to signs of abuse, neglect and other safeguarding concerns relating to children, young people and adults at risk.

· Ensure appropriate action and referral is taken in the event of incidents/concerns of abuse and support provided.

· Record any reports, incidents or contact with relevant agencies involving vulnerable people and review these at our regular trustee meetings.

· Ensure robust safeguarding arrangements and procedures are in operation and regularly reviewed.

If as a volunteer or member of OUWG, you have any concerns about your well-being or safety or if you have concerns about the safety of any child or adult at risk attending a OUWG project or concerns about the conduct of OUWG volunteers or trustee then you should:

· Talk to a key volunteer or trustee of OUWG on site.

· Contact the Chair of OUWG on info@ouwg.org.uk

